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ENGAGING SOCIOLOGY
Household Tasks by Gender
In many families, household tasks are highly gendered. 
As recently as the 1980s, wives and daughters spent 
two or three times as much time as fathers and sons in 
household tasks such as cleaning and laundry and yard 
work. However, the tides have been shifting, and while 
they are not entirely equal, they are more balanced.

Engaging With Sociology

1.	 What is the division of labor (by gender) for house-
hold maintenance in your family?

2.	 How did it evolve? 

3.	 Is it considered fair by all participants? 

4.	 How does it compare to the data in Table 10.1?
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TABLE 10.1  Percentage of Men and Women Who Engage 
in Some Type of Household Task Each Day

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics 2014b.

cases, families are so financially devastated that they 
become homeless—an especially difficult situation  
for children. 

The feminization of poverty, discussed in earlier 
chapters, is a global problem. It occurs where single 
motherhood is widespread and where there are few 
policies to reduce poverty, especially for this group 
(Williams et al. 2013). Single mothers, whether in capi-
talist or socialist countries, have some common expe-
riences, including dual roles as workers and mothers, 
lower earnings than men, irregular paternal support 
payments, and underrepresentation in policy-making  
bodies. What differ around the world are governmental 
policies that help mothers with child support, child care, 
health care, maternity leave, and family allowances.  

Poverty Status and 
Family Type

Total Percentage Below 
Poverty Level

Total (all) families 11.2% (9.1 million)

Married-couple 
families

5.8% (3.5 million)

Single female 
householder

30.6% (4.6 million)

Single male 
householder

15.9% (1.0 million)

TABLE 10.2  Families in Poverty 
by Type of Family: 2013 

Source: DeNavas-Walt and Proctor 2014.




